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The RAF Butterworth &PenangAssociationwasformed on the30" August 1996 at the
Casuarina Hotel, Batu Ferringhi, Penangdsland.

Chairman: Tony Parrini
Hamethwaite
Rockcliffe
Carlisle
CA6 4AA
Tel: 01228 674553

e-mail: tony@parrini.co.uk

Secretary. Richard Harcourt
7 Lightfoot Close
Newark
Notts
NG24 2HT
Tel: 01636 650281

e-mail: secretary.rafbpa@gmail.com

RAFBPA Shop. Don Donovan
16 The Lea
Leasingham
Sleaford
NG34 8Y

Tel:  Not yet available
e-mail: Not yet available

Association officials

Treasurer;: Len Wood

3 Fairfield Avenue
Grimsby

Lincs

DN33 3DS

Tel: 01472 327886

e-mail: len.wood@ntlworld.com

Newsletter Editor/Archivist:

Dave Croft

West Lodge Cottage

3 Boynton, Bridlington
YO16 4XJ

Tel: 01262 677520

e-mail: dmcroft320@aol.com

Association websitehttp://ratbutterworthpenangassociation.co.uk
Webmaster- George Gault,-enail: georgegault@ntlworld.com
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Chairmanods Corner

No. . .. |l 6m not going to subj eadcordy ou
the fact that oncagain our Reunion and AGM at the FalconSmatfordon-
Avon wasa tribute to the organisation amard work of Len Wood, Richard
Harcourt and Dave Croft. there were any hitches they were all hidden from
the Chairman.

There were two highlights; the firs
ti mer so, a couple of whom werthehileitm t
be able to say to one of them (John Rutland)Do you r emember
Har ry Hodnd to beaapl® to link them up for the first time in over 50
years. That process was repeated over and over again and resulted in a fair bit
Not of an age, but for all time |emonade to be spitEqual |y i nsprterr iDign nwearsd tphre
given by Sallie Hammond who travelled all the way from London, Ontario, Canada for the occasion. Hi
account of the exploits of Squadronelader Arthur Scarf, how he was awarded thetdfia Cross and her
own family links to the episode held everyone in awe in that little old Butterworth could have been involve
in such daring deeds. Her story followed on perfectly from the talk about the Malayan Volunteer Air Forc
given by Rosemary Hethree years agoThe Association thanked Sallie with the presentation of a RAF
Butterworth plaque and Honorary Méership of the Association; having flown from Canada for the
occasion our gesture felt most inadequate.

The AGM went off smoothly with theame commiee being reslected erbloc. Inaddition Don Donovan
was formally elected to the committee as OC RAFBPA Shop!. Everyone seemed happy with events and
activities of the Committee. Perhaps a notable achievement was the finding of new méndogyis an
unexpected channel of advertising arising from a rema#teon National TV on Remembrance Sunday by
David Dimbleby when he said ANow for the first
Penang Associ at i on.antrdshvere neesirdtendedas a reanuitivg toel,eotit they have
been very effective! One remark from a newcomer was particularly memaréble| 6 ve been a
many organisations and | 6m most | mpr es simg@ndigdisa t
on with the job.o6 (Carry on chaps!

REMEMBRANCE PARADE( London 9" November (2014)! expect we will be offered places in the
Remembrance Parade at the Cenotaph in London on Suﬁd&g\/@mber. We have three participants so
far, but if anyone else wishes to attend and march in the parade plets® owstraight away on 01228
674553. Similarly, if you are taking part in a local reniance event and are financing a wreath yourself,
please contact Don Donové#no telephone number available at the time of going to the prirdacshewill
send you a wreath centre free of charge.

FEAF MEMORIAL BENCH1 Members will wish to know that the original wooden FEAF Memorial bench
at the NationaArboretum is to be replaced in Junégh a new bench made of black recycled plastic. Funded
jointly with the RAF Changi and Seletar Associations, the replacement bench should outlive all of L
without needing maintainance or repainting. Our Memorial gits a mention in the commentary on the
6roadtraind tour of the Arboretum.

RAFBPAT 20 years oni Believe it or not, August 2016 will mark the®2@nniversary of the formation of
the RAF Butterworth and Penang Association. Your committee is seekingasiéasiow we should mark
the occasionsuch as shall we delay the 2016 Reunion and AGM until the anniversary weekend, should v

meet somewhere special, should we invite the chairmen of other associations to join us, should we have
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entertainer or guespeaker etc? If you have any thoughts on this please let one of the committee know, al
should you have any ide&s persuading more members to attend the reunions?

Finally, may | wish everyone all the best for theo mi ng mont hs. Hopefully
summer. Keep safe and smiling!

Tony Parrini (Chairman, RAFBPA)
From the Editor

An excellent reunion, | think | can say for all who attended that it was very enjoyadblthat the Falcon
Hotel in Stratford on Avorseems to ba pretty good venueOur guest speaker was
Sallie Hammond, accompanied by her husband Alex. Sallie gave a talk orjée sf
Arthur Scarf VC and2 Squadron when based at RAF Alor Startathe time of the
Japanese invasion of Malaya in | ate 194.
and also was in action against the enemy on the retre@ingaporeSal | i e 6 s
» - received talk was the result of many months of preparation conduetexmail and a
first run W|th the Stratforebn-Avon Rotarians before the talk to RAFBPA members. As ate$uhis talk
to the Rotariangony Parrini received an-mail informing him that there waalso a prevar connection
between Arthur Scarf and r&tford as he held a position with whatnsew theNFU Mutual with its HQ
basedn Stratford.The WW2 memorial plaque in the town displays his nhame for all to see.

| also wish to thank the following members for their invaluable help with theuptiot of the newsletter.
Laurie Bean for proof reading the newsletter. It is so easy to let errors slip past when reading your own we
and Laurie spots my mistak before the newsletter goesptint. Len Wood for his part in organising the
printing and distiution of then e ws | et t er t o me mber s Bobh Margole torehisv e
help throughout the year and for photographlmgrequestthroughout the reunioralso Richard Harcourt

for his photographs from the reunion, andtfog copy of a legthy official documententitiedReport on the

Air Operations during the campaign in Malaya and Netherlands East Indies ffdde@&mber 1941 to 1?2
March 1942 Thanks gaalso to those members who have contributed articles and/or news clips, and to thos
who will be doing so in the next year. Thanks also to members who have contributed memairahdia
reunionfor the archives. These include Bill Wardle who presented a jungle survivaleshtidterstriker,

a copy of the booMalaya (we now have twa@opies in the archives) and a copy of the souvenir booklet of
the unveiling ceremony of the Battle of Britain Window at R&llsyce, Derby on M January1949.1 also
havefrom Bill atyped listof hotels and bars, etc in both Butterworth d&etangthat werein-bounds in
1956.A Souvenir Programme of the June 1958 Penang Festival was alsat@dasethe archives by Robert
Barrett andJohn Gibson loaned his photo album containing a number of cartoons relating to his time
Butterworth to be scanned ftire archives...an example appears on pagentiOothers will follow in future
issues.

Margaret and receivedan invitation to attend an ordination service at Coventry Cathedral on Surflay 29
June. You might wonder why | have mentioned it, but it isreteeRAF Bristol Belvederkelicopter in a

very delicate operatigrplaced the fleche and sculpture in position on the roof of the newly constructec
cathedral in 1962. The techniques developed for this task had relevance for later operational tasles in the
East, the movement of radar equipment to the top of Penang Hill being one of them. So you know whe
wasthinking about during the ordination service!

Finally it was(pleasantly) suggestday one of those named above that | should takeccasional break
from RAFBPA interests (or a similar suggestion!). What a good idea. | thought a short holiday on the Isle
Capri mi ght be just the thing, more SO as my s
possible detachment Capri, despite the only duty available being very labour intensive. Dave Cri
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World War 1 and the Battle of Penang, and beyond!

On August 4" 1914, Great Britain declared a state of war existed between herself and Germar@n
the 28" October 1914, the German Imperial Navy cruiser SMS Emden sailed into Penang harbour
and caused havoc!

With 2014 teing the 108 anniversary of the start of WW1, the Battle of Peniamgmembereh this issue
although it hapened many yeardefore there as tobe aRAF presence in the Far East. Later in the war
one of the majoparticipants, HMAS Sydneyyas to playa significant partin the role of the nely formed
RAF, butwe startwith the 28" October 1914ventwhen the German Imperial Navy cruiser, SMS Emden
sailed into Penang harbour and sank the Russian watshipchugPearl) causing a heavy loss of life. On
leaving the harbour the Emden exchanged fire with the French destroyer Mo(Mgsket) sinking the
vessel at the harbour entrance, again with a heavy loss of life.

; % Geof Myatt
View of Penang harbour from the Butterworth side

On the §' November 12 4 , t h e luck rardoetratthe Cocos Islanatben she exchanged gun fire with
the Royal AustralianNavy light cruiser HMAS Sydney andias beachedn North Keeling Island. Of the
survivors from the Emden most, i ncl udithogghta$mall c a
number were ashoren Deception Island destroying the cable station at the dimewere missed. They
escapedy commandeering a battered schooaed sailing it to PadangSumatra where they boarded a



German ship and travelled to Turkeyof there they had a long overland journey to Germany, arriving
seven months after leaving the Cocos Islands.

After the war, h memory of the 28 October1914 attackthe Penang Cenotaph was proposed ith
official laying of the foundation stor@elow) taking placen the 11 Novemter1928with a parade ofhe
3rd Battalion of the Straits Settlements Volunteer FoRané&ng and Prawe Wellesley Volunteer Corps)
and Sikh Police.
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11 November 1928

Changing sidesHMAS Sydney features again in the story whewards the end of WW1, HMAS Sydney
was in home waters (Great Britain) and fitted watfixed (but revolvablg aircraft launching platform. On

the 8" December 1917, whilst at Scapa Flow, a Sopwith Pup was the first aircraft to take off from a
Australian naval ship. Proving the concept was workable the Sopwith Pup was replaced with a Sopw
Camel and theewolving rampwas brought into use enablingeahaircaft to be launcheavithout the ship
havingto line up into the wind

On 1 June 1918, (Flight) Lieutenant A. C. Sharwood of the Royal Air Force, formerly of the Royal Nave
Air Service (upto 3% March 1918),flying Sopwith Camel N6783took off from HMAS Sydneyand
accompanied bwyircraft N6756 from HMAS Melbourne(flown by Flight Lieutenant L B Gibson RAF

went to intercept three German seaplameshe Heligoland Bight Flt Lt Gibson lost the iecraft he was
chasing but Flt Lt Sharwoodftar a chase of 60 miles/as able to account fane of the seaplane®n his
return he was forcetb make a sea lamty alongside HMS Sharpshooteherehe was rescued from his
aircraft whichwaslaterrecovered byHMS Canterbury.

Overleaf are pictures showing the rotating platform arrangement on board HMAS Sydney in 1918 and t
recovery of an aircraft from the sea, possibly
enemy aircraft on th&® June 1918.



Squadron Leader:
Arthur Stewart King SCARF
. VCRAF
62 SQUADRON
(Blenheims)
._. :9_th December-1941

R v g1 SAL

Top lef

Rotating aircraft launching
platformon HMAS
Sydney.

Top right
Aircraft launching

Left

Believal to be the
recovery of N6783 by
HMS Canterbury, 3June
1918.

The guest speaker at our 2014 reunion, Sallie Hammond, talke
her father, S/Ldr Harley Boxall and his close friend SArthur

Scarf V@vhen they were with 62 Squadron in Malaya at the start
the 1941 Japanese invasion. This talk is the result of Tony P
mentioning a few years ago of a Victoria Cross recipient fi
Butterworth, and the Arthur Scarf story took off from there. Out
interest Tony visited the National Memorial Arboretum in April
make enquiries in relation to this VC award and through the €
helpful staff at the NMA he found that tree number-118 was
RSRAOFGSR (G2 ! NIKdz2NJ { O NF! €/ 3
iNBESad hFT GKS 20KSNJ £/ Qas 27
Station Commander of RAF Kula Lumpur 19947,



General RAFBPA News and Short Stories

The Association extengswarm welcome to the following new members:

Gordon Rose F/Sgt Suplier/Air Movements Controller, Butterworth April 1967 to September 1968 (was
listed in Issue 38,-eopy only).

Barrie Gough. Cpl RAF Police, 1969 1971.

Robert Simmonds Sgt Flight Engineer, 103 Squadron, 1968968

David J Daly, SAC Instrument Fitter, 110 squadron, 198064

RAF Penang 1971 the last 19.

The following correspondence was senfTtmy Parrini late January and was held over for printing in the
newsletterfor anyfurther communication from thgenderBrian Peacockin the email, the senderasd he

was writing on behalf of his fathe gt Br yan Peacock (MT Sectioi),
71, and is in possessi ®enangft ha 1 askarn®oend¢grawad
mother and | recall we had a MQ in Glugor Closetdraded the British Army Childréns S c h o o | i
until it closed and | was sent back to the UK early to boarding schbatl my tonsils removed in RAA
Hospital Butterworth in 1971. My father | eft th
Tonyds reply was as fid9lbo ws:! adlg o a (pgge 27 bnd vememaen k a
your father by namd was Fg Off i/c Supplylight at the end and my task was to clear the decks at Western
Hill, Glugor and Butterworth, includothe disposal of vehicles. Ibyr father was on the last trip out to the
aircraft at Bayan Lepas Airport, he might remember the Station Commandets=blacZephyr leading a
white RAF coach, with the RAF ensign across the front, driving down to the airport and the vehicles beir
handed over tthebuyerod

Issue 38
Tony Blankley has responded to two featurat appeared ithe last issue ob E a s t.Waeny writes
6Thanks for the newsletter, talk about a bl ast

my own album. It is one of several taken (by myself | think) in ASF at Butterworthjmgatie last Hornet

to complete major servicing in April 1955. The decision had been taken by the powers that be that th
should all be scrapped owing to the fact that they depended on glue joints for their structural integrity, and
the warm damp Malan climate it was impossible to guarantee that integrity. | have another series o
photographs taken shortly after, depicting the departure of the entire squadron for their final resting place
Seletar.

| knewReg Latimey Nei | 6s father, very well and have a r
which | would be pleased to forward him a copy of should he wish?

The item from Don Brereton on Dave Martin and thgri8kes band really took me back. | was a founder
member of the Skynotes along with Cpl Pete Kirkland (piano) and Cpl Frank Shean (alto sax). We play
our first gig for the Officers Mess 1953 Christmas Ball, and | have the photo to prove it! | remaimégewit
band throughout my tour until March 1956. The personnel of the band changed over the years and | ha
series of photos covering the metishowing the band performirag various venuedn addition to playing

at the various venues on the Base vegenalso in great demand with the planters lidnging from Alor
Starand Sungei Patani in the north to Taiping in the south. There was also a memorable bash on, I thi
Boxing Day 1955 at Tanjong Bungah, but the details of that are somewhatl Fegg! remember Dave
Martin and our reunion at Stamford (my home town). Th&etterworth man we were going to meet was
my old mate Gerry Goddard (Cpl A/F 33 Squadron), who unfortunately died about five years ago, anc
could fill a book with the trialand tribulations of running that Jowett Javekmally, and unfortunatelythe
name Don Brereton does not ring any bell s, but
memoried



RAF Butterworth Dance Band

John Gibsonwrote in about @and that was fornrtet o pl ay at ohfitdeddI®®O0Ppal
was(formedt o pl ay at of ficerbs parties. I had been
during square bashing, so | was approached to play something when a Butterworth dance band was moc
The only stringednstrument they could find was a doultlass, so | had to learn to play it, at the cost of
severe blisters on my fingers from plucking the bass.

My memory insists we learned only five tunes since we reckoned that once we had played all five they (t
officer s) woul d be so drunk they wouldndét nonnanee i -
can remember is a Cpl She@nCpl Frank Shean is mganed by Tony Blankley, above)

My other activitiesat Butterworth were cricket ( | was captain of the station team) and haokleye went

to Singapore to play in the RAF Malaya championshijgs.travelled down by train and were issued with
rifles, and actually used therwhen the train was ambushed/e returned by Valetta, andrriving at
Butterworth the pilot cheerfully informed us th
land! An excitement we could have done without.

RAF Butterworth Dance Band

John Gibson

Fish and PeedNo, not a spelling mistake! In his bo&@underland over FaEastern SegsGroup Captain
Derek Empson recounts an evening dining with French naval officers at their base a few miles from Saig
After dinner theofficers continued the evening out in the garden, which contained an ornamental pond wit
carp,andwhere the French officers relieved themselves in the pond...it appeared to be a local custom!
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