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848 Squadron (Royal Navy) Sikorsky HAR 21.Whirlwind Helicopters (c1953) disembarking troops into 

a jungle clearing at Benta Sebrang, Pahang. More can be seen on the IWM film ADM  1438 848 

SQUADRON IN MALAYA . Included in the film (10 minutes) are the 6th Malay Regiment, Gurkhas, 

22 SAS (also dropping by parachute from a helicopter) and Fort Shean. 



4 
 

 CHAIRMANôS CHATTER                                         

 I hope that after over four months of lockdown and isolation this newsletter finds you in a safe condition, 

sane and in a good frame of mind? I know I am one of the lucky ones; here in Cumbria more people have 

died of the virus (500 plus as of 16th June) than the whole of Australia, New Zealand and other countries. 

It's not been a happy situation. Fortunately, a large garden and the good weather have both contributed to 

Anne and me being fully occupied and not staring at blank walls or watching the clock (Have a look at 

YouTube Editor Parrini and you'll see the results of our  endeavours) But we are lucky and know that for 

many of you things haven't been so easy. Hopefully, we can now get back on our feet and attempt to get 

back to something resembling normal.                                                

We do need to sort out attendance for this year's Cenotaph Parade (if there is one?) as numbers were 

seriously reduced last year. Since this section was originally submitted a solution has been offered to our 

members for those who still wish to attend the 2020 Cenotaph Parade, and that is to march with the 

NMBVA contingent. However the very last date to contact Don Mott, the NMBVA Cenotaph Parade 

Organiser was given as the end of July 2020 so as many RAFBPA members as possible have been contacted 

by e-mail before the newsletter went to print. Also next year commemorates 50 years since the final 

withdrawal from the Far East in 1971 and we need to decide with our sister Associations how to mark the 

occasion?                                                                                                        

All this disruption is understandable. To some degree we have all recently, and perhaps are still, fighting a 

World War, but this time it's an invisible viral enemy. This time our soldiers are the designated key workers 

in the NHS, the police, firemen, paramedics, truck and delivery drivers, council workers and many others 

who have fought the battle on our behalf. At the moment the key workers are all heroes. But when this war 

is over will they be forgotten, or will they be given their rightful status in our community? Sadly, many of 

the key workers are also the poorest paid and come from the less developed areas of the world. It is a sad 

fact many are classed as unskilled and in certain parts of the community are made to feel unwanted and 

rejected. Where would we be without the huge numbers of doctors and nurses from overseas, including 

some 18,000 Filipino nurses?                                                                     

It has been the great events in history that have caused the greatest changes in our society. After the Black 

Death, the feudal society disappeared, and after World War 1 the ideas of class altered, and after World War 

2 the Welfare state and the NHS were created to look after us 'from cradle to grave'! So one wonders how 

this pandemic will influence the world of the future? Will it bring better international understanding? How 

are we going to manage the effects on the huge increase in unemployed people? Has the pandemic improved 

relationships in local communities? Will we continue to help each other in the way we have recently?            

Whilst we must never dismiss the trauma and problems many have faced recently, I believe we must work 

hard to ensure that good things that have come out of the pandemic, such as, for example, neighbourliness 

and appreciation of our key workers of all backgrounds and capabilities are not forgotten. When the 'time of 

danger has passed' we must hold fast to the good aspects and experiences of 2020.                          

One task I set myself at the start of the pandemic was to write my life story. I'm currently on page 36 and 

haven't got past my 26 years in the RAF - yet! But I felt it important that my children, grandchildren and any 

subsequent generations know what post World war 2 life has been since 1946 when I was born. There's no 

heroics, no acts of bravery, no real hardships. Perhaps, if there are to be labels, the words 'happy', 'enjoyable' 

and 'service' might be appropriate. When the chapter on Butterworth and Penang is complete I'll share it with 

you in future issues of 'Eastward'. But don't get over excited, it's just about a young gullible and 

inexperienced Supply Officer doing his best to carve out a career and also enjoying life.                                

Stay safe and look forward, better things are 'somewhere over the rainbow' and 'we will surely meet again 

some sunny' day                         

With best wishes,                                 Tony and Anne Parrini   
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From the Editor                          

This issue of 'Eastward' is also to remind us that 2020 commemorates the end of the 

'Japanese war' 75 years ago when Emperor Hirohito announced Japan's surrender on the 

15th August 1945. In this issue, IWM images, have been used to show a little of the re-

occupation of Penang by the British in September 1945. Also a condensed version of the 

story of RAF PoW Fred Freeman (from Issue 51, 2018) a RAF Butterworth airman is 

included, also the immediate post war story of RAFBPA member Les Downey when at 

Glugor in 1945. Both stories are a reminder of those times, but perhaps more especially 

for those 'younsters' of us of what our 'heroes', now more often a 'memory' in a family 

photo album, suffered as Prisoners of War and as Civilian Internees - what would the outcome have been 

without that 'new and most cruel bomb' and the surrender of the Japanese forces? Perhaps the book 'The 

Remorseless Road - Singapore to Nagasaki' by James McEwan (a RAFVR Intelligence Officer, initially 

posted to Sungei Patani but diverted to Seletar and later a PoW in Japan) describes it as well as it can be?  

'To every Japanese his duty was appointed to obey his Emperor and to fight to the death in defence of His 

sacred person and soil. The struggle might well last a hundred years (it had every appearance of doing so), 

the present being nothing more than the opening campaigns.' On his eventual 'escape' from 'The Ravaged 

Isle' on board an American Navy hospital ship in 1945, James McEwan writes 'Of Japan and the Japanese I 

had taken my last farewell. Henceforth, their ways would not be my ways. A numerous people, they were 

without doubt a great one, possessing vast energy and creative capacity. In less than a century they had 

heaved themselves from the Midle Ages to the forefront of modernity humiliating in the process some of the 

world's greatest powers, But there was a dark side to their character. Splendid as had been their 

achievements, and striking their virtues,[for] those whom it had been our misfortune to encounter during 

our three-and-a-half years of captivity had shown a remarkable aptitude in concealing the latter from us. 

Systematically upon defenceless prisoners they had practised a naked barbarity. For this, at the moment of 

parting, forgiveness was not much in evidence in my mind. For us, the future held in its hand a glass in 

which we saw but darkly. But this much we could assume at its worst, it was unlikely to be as bad as the past 

which had just ended.'   

Despite the situation the country has recently found itself in, possibly giving members an opportunity to 

write something about themselves and their time in the Far East, only a few have done so, and these have 

already contributed previously. Surely there is a wealth of experiences that are worth putting pen to paper 

too? In this issue we have more of his experiences in Malaya sent in by Eddie Edwards who was at Seletar 

in the early 60's. Also there is a piece on an orphaned (or abandoned) Gurkha boy adopted by an RAF 

Squadron in India, a squadron that was also in Burma and was part of Operation Zipper, followed by a short 

stay at RAF Seletar. Butterworth also plays a part in the story which was sent in by Steve Wilcockson (a non 

member) who is writing about his father's war with No. 17 Squadron RAF in the Far East. Also included are 

stories from Laurie Bean (Supermarine Seafire VP441) and from the committee members of the mix-up on 

replacement parts for a stranded Shackleton at Butterworth. From those contributors to this issue. my thanks, 

and for this issue we have been able to produce a newsletter/magazine of 29 pages. Also received from Tony 

Parrini and Don Brereton is material to make a start on Issue 58... again, as I have often been reminded, the 

newsletter is central to the Association and to do that it needs continuous input from members, and others! 

Whilst on the subject of membership, RAFBPA subscriptions are from the beginning of January each year, 

and members are also reminded that if there is a change of address, telephone and/or e-mail, please let us 

know...              

             June 2020 
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RAFBPA Correspondence and Stories 

Member Geoff Fean responded to Tony Parrini's mention of Michael Portillo's Great Asia Railway Journeys 

where the 'new' Malaysia network was described. Geoff sent a copy of a newspaper cutting (below) 

answering a query from a reader in the Daily Mail, dated 19th March 2020.      

                                                                           

'Question: When was the single railway track from Butterworth towards Kuala Lumpur upgraded to the 

modern double track featured in Michael Portillo's TV railway journey through Malaysia? 

Answer: Train lines in Malaysia run on narrow or metre-gauge track, not the European standard gauge of 

1,435mm. (4' 8½"). Much of it is single track and curved, a legacy that dates back to 1885 when railway 

services were introduced to transport tin ore from the mines to smelting centres.                          

For many years, travellers would have to take a slow sleeper train from 

Singapore to Kuala Lumpur or Kuala Lumpur to Butterworth. Today, a 

trip from KL to Butterworth takes just four hours and 18 minutes in a 

comfortable electric train. In 1989, the Malaysian government 

embarked on a major programme of double tracking and electrification 

under the auspices of Keretapi Tanah Melayu (KTM) or Malayan 

Railways Limited. Electric trains run at up to 100 mph, making them 

some of the fastest on a metre gauge in the world. The KTM ETS service 

was inaugurated on August 12, 2010, with services running north from 

KL to Ipoh and south to Seremban. The service was extended from Ipoh to Padang Besar, via Butterworth, 

in July 2015.'        

'Bulldog Kuan' . The death on March 20th 2020 of Kuan Huah Chin (aged 87) better known as Bulldog 

Kuan was reported by George Gault. Bulldog Kuan was well known to all with motorcycles in Penang and 

was a legend on the 1960s to 1980s Malaysian motorcycle road racing circuit. He was also an excellent 

mechanic and friend to many service personnel that frequented his shop in George Town. 

'Fields of Thunder' - continued. Following the article by member Sam Mold in Issue 56 (pages 18/19) of 

his involement in Operation Buffalo (1956), member Tam McCrorie  sent a selection of images of a RAF 

Fire Service crew seconded to Maralinga, July November 1956.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

   

   

                       

   

   

                                                                                                  

Don Walton. The Association has been informed of the death of member Don Walton on the 10th April 

2020. SAC Don Walton (No. 4179276) worked in the ASF/Electrical Section at Butterworth, 1956 -1957, 

with a period spent on the Visiting Aircraft Section during this time. During his time at Butterworth, Don 

was one if the chosen few 'recruited to push the wings up and down' of 45 Squadeon Venoms in order to 

investigate a pilot's report of 'a strange creaking noise' when in flight. The noise was found to be caused by 

the laminated wood fuselage of the aircraft starting to de-laminate through the tropical conditions.                         

Don was posted to RAF Tengah in November 1957 to help set up facilities for the arrival of Canberra 

aircraft, due in December, and was on duty when two 45 Squadron Canberra's collided over Johore. With 

others he attended the crash site to search for bodies and secure the site...in one case he helped recover a 

body buried deep in the ground. Don was 21 years old at the time ('Eastward'  Issue 32, pages 1l and 12). 

After RAF service he worked for the MOD as a diagnostic engineer, mostly on RAF aircraft, and in a 

number of different overseas locations.                              

  

 1956 

Page 6: Fire crew gathered 

at Adelaide ready to leave 

for Maralinga. 

Above left: Cpl Ingles and 

crew. 

Above right: Cpl Ingles, 

'Lofty' Hansford and Roy 

Sparkes...at 6' 7" everyone 

looked up to 'Lofty'. 

Left: Cpl Shaw's crew at 

Edinburgh Field (Australia) 

before setting off for 

Maralinga. 

Right: Operation Buffalo. 

 


